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Feature Story
Lakeland High School will host its first ever “White Coat
Ceremony” on Wednesday, May 30 at 6:30 p.m. The
first cohort of Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Biomedical
Sciences students started as freshmen in September
2014 and will graduate next month. They have successfully completed four intense biomedical classes as well
as all other requirements of this highly rigorous program. The program has prepared the students for future academic challenges, and offered the opportunity
to interact with people in the biomedical field. The
PLTW White Coat Ceremony signifies the students’ next
step toward careers dedicated to improving America’s
health. They will receive their white coats as they leave
high school to continue to train for careers in scientific
or health-related fields. For details, contact PLTW biomedical sciences teacher Sarah McDonald at 925-5790.

Video Feature
Suffolk’s High School Teacher of the Year: Kristen Ellis … Caring translates into any language! Meet Suffolk's High School
Teacher of the Year, Kristen Ellis. Watch it here! (https://goo.gl/Qa6DDr)
Suffolk’s Rookie Teacher of the Year: Christopher Stadler … Join us as we visit with the 2017-2018 Suffolk Rookie
Teacher of the Year, Christopher Stadler. Watch it here! (https://goo.gl/rsezZn)

News
Summer Food Service Program - Open Site
Suffolk Public Schools is participating in the Summer Food Service program. Meals will be provided to all children without charge and are the same for all children regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability and there will
be no discrimination in the course of the meal service. Meals will be provided, at a first come, first serve basis, at the
sites listed below. All locations will be closed on July 4, 2018. For more information, contact Food & Nutrition Services
at 925-5789.
− Beginning on June 25 to July 26, 2018, Monday through Thursday: Breakfast-9:05-9:30 AM; Lunch- 10:40-11:55
a.m. at Mack Benn Jr. Elementary School, 1253 Nansemond Parkway, Suffolk
− Beginning on June 25 to August 2, 2018, Monday through Thursday: Breakfast-8:00-8:30 AM; Snack- 10:00-10:30
a.m. at John F. Kennedy Middle School, 2325 E. Washington St., Suffolk
To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form (AD-3027), found online
at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in
the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your
completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) Fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) Email: program.intake@usda.gov. This
institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Congratulations to 16 division employees who have been named winners of the Superintendent’s Star Award for Second Semester 2017-18. A recognition reception will be held on Thursday, May 24, beginning at 6 p.m. at Hillpoint Elementary School. Judges consider initiative, school spirit, creativity, commitment, and attitude to recognize those who
are making a real difference in the lives of students. A total of 16 staff members -- out of 72 nominees -- were selected
as top honorees for the Star Award recognition. For more information, contact Bethanne Bradshaw, Public Information
Officer at 925-6752.
Suffolk Public Schools will be closed Monday, May 28 for the Memorial Day Holiday.
Graduation 2018 on YouTube ... Suffolk Public Schools is providing LIVE VIDEO STREAMING of this year’s graduation
ceremonies from the Ted Constant Center in Norfolk. Any mobile device or computer with Internet connection should
be able to view the live stream. At the time of the ceremony on Saturday, June 9, go to the graduation page of our website (http://graduation.spsk12.net/). For more information, contact Bethanne Bradshaw at 925-6752.
•

Graduation ceremonies for Lakeland High School will be held at 9 a.m. Saturday, June 9 at the Ted Constant
Convocation Center in Norfolk. This event is for ticketed guests only. Call the school at 925-5790 for more information.

•

Graduation ceremonies for King’s Fork High School will be held at 12 noon Saturday, June 9 at the Ted Constant Convocation Center in Norfolk. This event is for ticketed guests only. Call the school at 923-5240 for more
information.

•

Graduation ceremonies for Nansemond River High School will be held at 3 p.m. Saturday, June 9 at the Ted
Constant Convocation Center in Norfolk. This event is for ticketed guests only. Call the school at 923-4101 for
more information.

Parents: Don’t Wait Until September! State law requires all rising sixth-graders to have a tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis
(Tdap) booster shot prior to entry into the sixth-grade. The Department of Education has advised there will be no
grace period allowing school attendance for students who have not obtained the Tdap immunization. Your child will
not be able to start classes until the Tdap shot is verified. Therefore, it is important that your child have this immunization prior to entering school in September. Please review your child’s shot record. We ask you to obtain the immunization for your child as soon as possible from your family doctor or local health department and provide a doctor’s statement to the school nurse. There is no fee for immunizations obtained at the health department. If your child has had
the Tdap immunization within the last five years, he or she does not need to repeat it, but the school must be provided
with proof of the immunization from your doctor or local health department. Please send verification information to
school as soon as the immunization is obtained. This information will become a part of your child’s health folder. As
you review your child’s immunization record, please keep in mind that this immunization may be listed as T, Td, Dtap
and/or Tdap. If you have questions concerning the immunization, please call your doctor or local health department
(514-4700).
The 14th Annual Youngstarz Basketball Camp will be held at Nansemond River High School Monday, July 2 through
Thursday, July 5 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. The camp is for boys and girls currently in grades 2-7 (entering grades 3-8
next school year). The mission of the camp is to teach the fundamental skills needed to play in a game of basketball as
well as skills to make you a better student and a better person. Space is limited to 60 attendees. Cost is $130 per child.
Students can bring their lunch or buy lunch. Contact Coach Ed Young at Nansemond River High School at edwardyoung@spsk12.net for more information.
Suffolk Public Schools will soon begin its summer office hours. The school division will follow a four-day work week,
from Monday, June 18 through Thursday, August 16. All buildings will be closed on Fridays. Office hours will be from
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday.
Public Input Wanted on World Language Textbooks… Suffolk Public Schools is collecting public input for an adoption of
World Language textbooks for the upcoming school year. The public is welcome to review the considered textbooks at
the North Suffolk Public Library and Morgan Memorial Library during regular library hours. Participants may review textbooks and complete the survey linked below to provide feedback prior to the adoption. The survey will be available until
May 23, 2018. Questions about the adoption process may be directed to Dr. Maria Lawson-Davenport at marialawson-

davenport@spsk12.net or 757-925-6750. The World Language Textbook Adoption Public Survey can be found at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SuffolkTextbookSurvey.
The 2018-2019 Student Transportation Form is available online NOW for currently enrolled students. This form will
allow the Transportation Department to properly plan by knowing who is and who is not riding the school bus and
where your child will need to be picked up. To access the 2018-19 Transportation Request Form, please visit
https://goo.gl/DB7mm2. Please complete one form per student at each individual school. If you have any questions or
concerns, email kebabaldwin@spsk12.net or annettemclamb@spsk12.net.
Early Start Pre-Screening Applications Now Available … The Early Start program is for children who turn 4 years old by
September 30, 2018 and who need an extra year to prepare for success in kindergarten. Children must be Suffolk residents. Prescreening applications are available on the Suffolk Public Schools website and in each elementary school.
Screenings for both child and parent will take place in June. This screening will allow school officials to select children
according to their needs. Appointment cards will be mailed to the home address. Eligibility criteria includes but not limited to these factors: Family income at or below 200% of the federal poverty guidelines (or below 350% for students
with special needs or disabilities), family homelessness, parents/guardians lack high school diploma, and/or language
and development assessment of child. Because Early Start classes are not located in each elementary school, school
placement will be determined based on Early Start zoning. Transportation is provided. For questions regarding this program, contact Tomika Doleman at (757) 925-6760.

Mark Your Calendars
Nansemond River High School will hold their Senior Awards Night on Wednesday, May 23 at 6 p.m. Contact the school
at 923-4101 for more information.
Lakeland High School will hold their Senior Awards Night on Wednesday, May 23 at 6 p.m. Contact the school at 9255790 for more information.
King’s Fork Middle School will hold their Chorus Spring Concert on Thursday, May 24 at 6:30 p.m. in the school auditorium. For more information, contact the school at 923-5246.
Pioneer Elementary School will host a Donuts with Dads event on Tuesday, May 29 at 8:30 a.m. This breakfast will be
free of charge. Contact the school for more information at 925-5782.
Northern Shores Elementary School will have STEM Night at Northern Shores on Friday, June 1 at 6 p.m. Discover the
fun of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math through hands-on activities for the entire family. For more information, contact the school at 923-4169.
Creekside Elementary School will host their end of year awards ceremonies on the days and times listed below. For
more information, contact the school at 923-4251.
• June 11- 2nd grade 10 a.m.
• June 13- 4th grade 10 a.m., 5th grade 6:30 p.m.
• June 12- 1st grade 10 a.m., Kindergarten 6:30 p.m.
• June 14- 3rd grade 10 a.m.

Hands on Learning
A group of John Yeates Middle School students recently visited WHRO for a tour of the facility and to
learn about what it takes to put together a television
show. The students had the opportunity to read from a
teleprompter, videotape in front of a green screen, and
learn about computer coding with the PBS Kids Scratch
Jr. mobile app. For more information, contact the
school at 923-4105.

In order to prepare for the reading the SOL test, third
grade students at Nansemond Parkway Elementary
School visited the Rooms of Reading. Students rotated
through five classrooms, each with a different theme.
They practiced “cause and effect” in the Camp Read-ALot Room; main idea, problem/solution and sequencing
in the Game Show Room; text features in the Hospital
Room; dictionary skills, root words, prefixes and suffixes
in the Sports Room; and drawing conclusions in the Forensics Room. As the students completed the activities
in each room, they received a punch on their Rooms of
Reading punch card. Punch cards with 5 punches were
eligible for a raffle. The lucky student from each class
whose card was picked received a book, pencils, notebook, highlighter and various other goodies. For more
information, contact the school at 923-4167.

Pioneer Elementary School fourth-graders, with the
help of the Suffolk Commonwealth Attorney’s Office,
participated in a mock trial of Goldie Locks, based on
the fairy tale where she visits the three bears. The library was turned into a courtroom and the students
had to determine if Goldie Locks was innocent or guilty.
She was found guilty, but she was not read her Miranda
rights. For more information, contact the school at 9255782.

Shining Stars
Congratulations to the members of the Lakeland High
School choirs, Bella Voce and Cavalier Singers, for a job
well done at their recent choral competition. Bella Voce
came in second place and Cavalier Singers came in first.
For more information, contact the school at 925-5790.
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